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*RLQJ WR VFKRRO XVXDOO\ LV DQ H[FLWLQJ� HQMR\DEOH HYHQW IRU \RXQJ FKLOGUHQ� )RU VRPH LW EULQJV IHDU
RU SDQLF� 3DUHQWV KDYH FDXVH IRU FRQFHUQ ZKHQ WKHLU FKLOG UHJXODUO\ IHHOV VLFN IURP WHQVLRQ� ´SOD\V
VLFNµ RU ZLWK PLQRU SK\VLFDO FRPSODLQWV ZLVKHV WR VWD\ KRPH IURP VFKRRO� 2IWHQ WKH FKLOG ILYH WR
WHQ \HDUV RI DJH ZKR EHKDYHV WKLV ZD\ LV VXIIHULQJ IURP D SDUDO\]LQJ IHDU RI OHDYLQJ WKH VDIHW\ RI
SDUHQWV DQG KRPH� 7KH FKLOG·V SDQLF LV YHU\ GLIILFXOW IRU SDUHQWV WR FRSH ZLWK� EXW WKHVH IHDUV FDQ
EH WUHDWHG VXFFHVVIXOO\�

7KH ILUVW DSSHDUDQFH RI XQUHDVRQDEOH IHDU RI VFKRRO LV W\SLFDOO\ LQ QXUVHU\ VFKRRO� NLQGHUJDUWHQ� RU
ILUVW JUDGH� DQG LW SHDNV LQ VHFRQG JUDGH� 7KH FKLOG PD\ FRPSODLQ RI KHDGDFKH� VRUH WKURDW� RU
VWRPDFK�DFKH VKRUWO\ EHIRUH LW LV WLPH WR OHDYH IRU VFKRRO� 7KH ´LOOQHVVµ VXEVLGHV DIWHU WKH FKLOG LV
DOORZHG WR VWD\ KRPH� RQO\ WR UHDSSHDU WKH QH[W PRUQLQJ EHIRUH VFKRRO� ,Q VRPH FDVHV WKH FKLOG
PD\ VLPSO\ UHIXVH WR OHDYH WKH KRXVH�

5HIXVDO WR JR WR VFKRRO RIWHQ EHJLQV IROORZLQJ D SHULRG DW KRPH ZKLFK WKH FKLOG KDV EHFRPH FORVHU
WR WKH PRWKHU� VXFK DV D VXPPHU YDFDWLRQ� D KROLGD\ EUHDN RU D EULHI LOOQHVV� ,W DOVR PD\ IROORZ D
VWUHVVIXO RFFXUUHQFH� VXFK DV WKH GHDWK RI D SHW RU UHODWLYH� D FKDQJH LQ VFKRROV RU D PRYH WR D QHZ
QHLJKERUKRRG�

&KLOGUHQ ZLWK DQ XQUHDVRQDEOH IHDU RI VFKRRO PD\ IHHO XQVDIH VWD\LQJ LQ D URRP E\ WKHPVHOYHV DQG
PD\ GLVSOD\ FOLQJLQJ EHKDYLRU� VKDGRZLQJ WKH PRWKHU RU IDWKHU DURXQG WKH KRXVH� 6XFK IHDUV DUH
FRPPRQ DPRQJ FKLOGUHQ ZLWK VHSDUDWLRQ DQ[LHW\ GLVRUGHU� 7KH\ RIWHQ KDYH GLIILFXOW\ JRLQJ WR
VOHHS� DQG WKH\ PD\ VKRZ H[DJJHUDWHG� XQUHDOLVWLF IHDUV RI DQLPDOV� PRQVWHUV� EXUJODUV RU EHLQJ
DORQH LQ WKH GDUN�

7KH SRWHQWLDO ORQJ�WHUP HIIHFWV DUH VHULRXV IRU D FKLOG ZKR KDV SHUVLVWHQW IHDUV DQG GRHV QRW
UHFHLYH SURIHVVLRQDO DVVLVWDQFH� 7KH FKLOG PD\ GHYHORS VHULRXV HGXFDWLRQDO RU VRFLDO SUREOHPV LI
DZD\ IURP VFKRRO DQG IULHQGV IRU DQ H[WHQGHG SHULRG�

7KH SDUHQWV DQG FKLOG FDQ EHQHILW IURP VHHLQJ D FKLOG DQG DGROHVFHQW SV\FKLDWULVW� ZKR ZLOO ZRUN
ZLWK WKHP LQ DQ HIIRUW LPPHGLDWHO\ WR UHWXUQ WKH FKLOG WR VFKRRO DQG RWKHU LPSRUWDQW GDLO\
DFWLYLWLHV� 6LQFH WKH SDQLF FRPHV IURP OHDYLQJ KRPH UDWKHU WKDQ EHLQJ LQ VFKRRO� IUHTXHQWO\ WKH
FKLOG LV FDOP RQFH LQ VFKRRO�

)RU VRPH FKLOGUHQ� WKH PRUH IXQGDPHQWDO FDXVHV RI IHDUV ZLOO QHHG WR EH WUHDWHG DW JUHDWHU OHQJWK�
5HIXVDO WR JR WR VFKRRO LQ WKH ROGHU FKLOG RU DGROHVFHQW LV JHQHUDOO\ D PRUH VHULRXV LOOQHVV� DQG RIWHQ
UHTXLUHV PRUH LQWHQVLYH WUHDWPHQW�

,Q DQ\ FDVH� XQUHDVRQDEOH IHDUV DERXW OHDYLQJ WKH KRPH DQG SDUHQWV FDQ EH VXFFHVVIXOO\ WUHDWHG�
DQG SDUHQWV VKRXOG QRW KHVLWDWH WR VHHN SURIHVVLRQDO KHOS� 7KH FKLOG·V SK\VLFLDQ FDQ UHIHU WKH
SDUHQWV WR D FKLOG DQG DGROHVFHQW SV\FKLDWULVW�
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The Center for Parent Involvement (FCPI) was funded by
the U.S. Department of Education; Goals 2000, Educate America Act
from 1994-1999. Guided by an advisory board of parents and profes-
sionals, the FCPI’s goal was to tap the power of parents.

The FCPI gathered information on parent needs, coordinated the informa-
tion, and created a series of resources organized by theme, including fact
sheets for parents and professionals, “Beyond the Basics” resources, and
resource identification lists. Many of the resources have been translated into
Spanish language versions, and every effort has been made to preserve the
meaning and flavor of the original English documents. This series of materi-
als  provides  a wealth of current information for both parents and providers;
the complete set of resources can be obtained in PDF format on the Depart-
ment of Child and Family Studies Website  at www.fmhi.usf.edu/cfs/dares/
fcpi.  The staff of the FCPI are hopeful that their work will continue to help
children get ready to learn for many years to come.

The series’ themes include:
• Family Empowerment
• Parent Involvement
• Parenting Support
• School Readiness
• Violence in the Lives of Children
• Transition to Kindergarten

The Center was one component of a project led by Hillsborough County Center of Excellence in
collaboration with the Department of Child & Family Studies at USF's de la Parte Institute and
the Florida Children's Forum. Other project partners include HIPPY (Home Instruction Program
for Preschool Youngsters), Hillsborough County Head Start and Hillsborough County Even Start.
For more information about these projects, call 813.974.4612.

Events, activities, programs and facilities of the University of South Florida are available to all without
regard to race, color, marital status, sex, religion, national origin, disability, age, Vietnam or disabled
veteran status as provided by law and in accordance with the University’s respect for personal dignity.


